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ART GALLERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — EXHIBITIONS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.10 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on two exhibitions that opened at the Art Gallery of Western Australia in the Perth Cultural Centre this 
past weekend. I had the pleasure of attending the official launch of the annual Year 12 Perspectives exhibition 
last night and presenting the Packers’ Prize. This exhibition showcases the finest work produced by the state’s 
visual arts student graduates and gives audiences an insight into the issues and ideas that capture the interests of 
young people. Themes include war and violence, spirituality, identity and family. The exhibition includes work 
from 57 artists from regional and metropolitan schools and features a broad range of media such as paintings, 
drawings, prints, textiles and multimedia pieces. The arts are an important element of our education system and 
it is important to promote creativity in learning from a young age. The students whose artworks were selected 
from 320 submissions now have the honour of having their work displayed in the state art gallery, which is 
a wonderful achievement for any artist. 

The other exhibition on display currently is the next iteration of the highly popular WA Focus series, which 
features the work of Trevor Richards, Alex Spremberg and Jurek Wybraniec. These three artists are all based in 
Perth and have had a longstanding interest in abstract forms. They have created new works for this show, 
including sculpture and painting. Both these exhibitions have a distinctly Western Australian flavour and are 
prime examples of the way in which the Art Gallery of WA is engaging with the local arts community to 
produce exciting, relevant and contemporary experiences for audiences. I congratulate the gallery on celebrating 
and promoting Western Australian art and artists. 

WA Focus runs until 16 May  and the Year 12 Perspectives exhibition runs until 13 June. Both are free to the 
public and I encourage all members to visit the gallery and view these Western Australian exhibitions. 
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